SONG OF SOLOMON SESSION ONE: INTERPRETATIONS OF THE SONG

I. HOW TO INTERPRET THE SONG OF SOLOMON



II. Theme:




III. Purpose:




IV. Synopsis:







V. Natural interpretation: 







VI. Spiritual /Allegorical interpretation: 




1. Jesus is exalted in the Song. He spoke of Himself from all the Scriptures to the disciples
on the Emmaus road. He went through all 39 books of the OT to speak of Himself.

27He expounded…in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. (Lk. 24:27)
	
2. The Spirit inspired all Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16) and exalts Jesus in all that He does.

14“He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.” (Jn. 16:14)

3. The Spirit has deep friendship with Jesus and a fierce loyalty to fill people with love for
Jesus. They have been together from eternity past. Thus, it is inconceivable that the Spirit
would inspire a book in the Bible without Jesus being the predominant theme.







II. THE SPIRITUAL INTERPRETATION: THREE COMMON APPROACHES
A. First, the relationship between Jesus and the individual believer. 




B. Second, the relationship between Jesus and His corporate Church throughout history.




C. Third, the relationship between God as the Bridegroom and ethnic Israel as His Bride (Jer. 2:2;Hos. 2:16-20; Ezek. 16:8-14, 20-21, 32, 38; Isa. 54:5-6). This was the primary approach of the scribes in OT times, and is the approach of Jewish rabbis today.






III ALL BELIEVERS ARE INCLUDED IN THE BRIDE
A. Theologically, all believers on earth are betrothed (engaged) to Jesus. In Hebrew tradition, an engaged couple was legally married and needed to be divorced if they broke their engagement.

2For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.
(2 Cor. 11:2)


B. The consummation of the marriage relationship occurs in the age to come (Rev. 19:7).
7“Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.” (Rev. 19:7)



C. A working definition of the Bride is one that includes all those who are mature in love.
9You have ravished my heart, my sister, my spouse… (Song 4:9).


D. Summary: The maturity of the Bride is based primarily upon Jesus’ work on the cross, His intercession, the revelation of His glory, and His ravished heart for us.


IV. THE  MAIN CHARACTERS OF THE BOOK
B. King Solomon: In the spiritual interpretation, he is a picture of the triumphant, resurrected JesusChrist who is King of kings.


C. Shulamite maiden: In the spiritual interpretation, she is a picture of the Bride of Christ. She is introduced as a young maiden who grows up to become a Bride in mature partnership with King Jesus. The Shulamite is mentioned once by name (6:13). She lived in Shunam (north of Jezreel). Shulamite (or Shulamith) is a Hebrew name meaning "peaceful, peaceable, or perfect," derived from the word shalom (peace) and potentially linked to King Solomon himself, as its feminine form. It's famously known as the epithet for the beloved bride in the biblical Song of Solomon, symbolizing beauty, love, and wholeness, often interpreted as a "woman of peace"




D. Daughters of Jerusalem: In the spiritual interpretation, they speak of sincere, yet spiritually immature, believers. They look to the Shulamite for answers on how to grow close to the King. They are not an actual group that we can identify in history (they personify immature believers). The "virgins" (1:3), also called "daughters of Zion" (3:11) and "daughters of Jerusalem" (1:5), are godly, converted people who love Christ (2 Corinthians 11:2; Revelation 14:1–4). 




E. The Voice: The sweet, inviting voice is the Holy Spirit's call to intimacy, relationship, and a deeper walk with God, encouraging believers to come out of shyness and fear.




E.The "watchmen" (Song 3:3; 5:7) represent ministers and pastors of the church (Ezekiel 3:16–21; Hebrews 13:17). 




F.The "mother's" (Song 1:6; 3:4, 11; 6:9; 8:1–2, 5) is the universal church of Christ in which are to be found the means of grace and of salvation (Isaiah 54:1–3, 13; Galatians 4:26; Revelation 12:1–6, 13–17).



V. COMPARING ECCLESIASTES AND SONG OF SONGS
A. Solomon wrote three books in the Old Testament: Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon.
It was common for the Jewish fathers to relate the three books of Solomon to the temple he built.
1. They related the book of Proverbs to the outer court of Solomon’s temple.
2. They related the book of Ecclesiastes to the inner court of Solomon’s temple.
3. They related the Song to the Holy of Holies in Solomon’s temple.
4. The Song of Songs is sometimes referred to as the Canticles. The Latin noun canticum means “a song.” Canticles means a series of songs.



VII. Five Spiritual Revelations of Jesus”
While modern scholars often emphasize its literal celebration of marital intimacy, the spiritual "revelations" of Jesus found within include: 
1. Jesus as the Passionate Bridegroom 
The Song portrays a groom who pursued his bride with intense longing and devotion. This reveals a Savior who does not merely tolerate His people but actively delights in and "cherishes" them, as echoed in New Testament descriptions of Christ’s love for the Church. 
· The Knock at the Door: The groom’s gentle but insistent knocking in Song 5:2 is often linked to Jesus’ call in Revelation 3:20: "Behold, I stand at the door and knock". 
· 
2. Jesus as the Good Shepherd and King
The groom is uniquely identified as both a King (Song 1:4) and a Shepherd (Song 1:7). 
· The Shepherd-King: This dual role foreshadows Jesus, who is the King of Kings but also the "Good Shepherd" who cares for and guides His flock.
· Hidden Identity: Some interpretations suggest Solomon initially appears as a humble shepherd before revealing his royal glory, mirroring Jesus’ first coming in humility and His promised second coming in majesty. 
· 
3. The Perfection of the Church through His Love
In Song 4:7, the groom tells his bride, "You are altogether beautiful... there is no flaw in you". This is seen as a revelation of Justification; although the Church is sinful, Jesus views His people as spotless and "without blemish" because His sacrifice has purified them. 
4. Covenantal Intimacy and Security
The famous refrain, "My beloved is mine, and I am his" (Song 2:16), represents the Covenant. It reveals Jesus as a Savior who offers a secure, exclusive, and eternal union that cannot be broken by "many waters" or "floods" (Song 8:7), mirroring the unshakable love of God in Christ. 
5. Foreshadowing the "Marriage Supper of the Lamb" 
The Song ends with a passionate longing for the groom's return (Song 8:14), which parallels the final words of the Bible in Revelation 22:20: "Even so, come, Lord Jesus". The entire poem is viewed as a "shadow" of the ultimate wedding feast that will take place when Christ returns for His Bride. 

The Nature and Identity of Christ
	Song of Solomon Verse 



	
	Poetic Description
	New Testament Revelation of Jesus

	1:4
	"The king has brought me into his chambers."
	Jesus as King: He is the "King of kings" who invites believers into the kingdom (Rev. 19:16; Matt. 22:2).

	1:7
	"Where you pasture your flock... where you make it lie down."
	The Good Shepherd: Jesus identifies as the Good Shepherd who leads and provides rest for His sheep (John 10:11; Matt. 11:28).

	2:1
	"I am the rose of Sharon, the lily of the valleys."
	Perfect Purity: Often attributed to Christ, symbolizing His incomparable beauty and perfect, sinless nature (Heb. 7:26; 1 Pet. 1:19).

	2:9
	"My beloved is like a gazelle... leaping across the mountains."
	Vitality & Eagerness: Represents the swiftness and zeal with which Jesus pursues and comes to His people (Rev. 22:20).

	5:10
	"My beloved is dazzling and ruddy, chief among ten thousand."
	Unrivaled Supremacy: Jesus is the preeminent "firstborn over all creation" (Col. 1:15, 18).


The Work of Christ for His Bride
	Song of Solomon Verse 



	
	Poetic Description
	New Testament Revelation of Jesus

	2:4
	"His banner over me was love."
	Protection & Victory: In Christ, believers are more than conquerors, shielded by His sacrificial love (Rom. 8:37).

	4:7
	"You are altogether beautiful... there is no flaw in you."
	Justification: Christ presents the Church to Himself as "radiant... without stain or wrinkle" through His sacrifice (Eph. 5:27).

	5:2
	"Listen! My beloved is knocking: 'Open to me...'"
	Persistent Grace: Echoes Jesus knocking at the door of the heart, seeking intimacy with those who hear His voice (Rev. 3:20).

	8:3
	"His right arm embraces me."
	Redemptive Security: Symbolizes Christ's power to save and hold His people securely (Psalm 98:1; John 10:28).

	8:6
	"Place me like a seal over your heart... for love is as strong as death."
	Eternal Covenant: Jesus’ love conquered death on the cross to secure an eternal, unbreakable union (Rom. 8:38-39).


The Response of the Church
	Song of Solomon Verse 



	
	Poetic Description
	New Testament Revelation of Jesus

	1:12
	"While the king was at his table, my nard gave forth its fragrance."
	Worship: Parallels Mary anointing Jesus with expensive nard in an act of deep devotion (John 12:3).

	2:16
	"My beloved is mine and I am his."
	The New Covenant: The mutual belonging between Christ and the believer (1 Cor. 6:19-20; John 15:4).

	3:1
	"On my bed by night I sought him whom my soul loves."
	Spiritual Longing: The Church's desire for Christ, seen in Mary Magdalene seeking Him at the tomb (John 20:1-18).
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